PANEL 2

| _ A note by W.M.L. Bathurst outlines the likely repeal of laws in British India that currently prevent emigration to
|  for defayig, from the publis reven of tht M e British colonial possessions, specifically Mauritius. The note states that new regulations will be enacted in India

uil_i be ml;ade by law, at Mannt:us, for regulating any such

n of abuses in the ntroduction of immigrants from Brish Tadia in - to regulate emigration to Mauritius, ensuring the protection of emigrants and preventing abuses. It is expected
_;Pwm bv‘he?:zit%g‘ggi,ﬁxﬁﬁ“fﬂ;gilfg’ e & that provisions will be included to allow the Governor-General of India to appoint officers at Indian ports to

; g oversee emigrants. Additionally, Mauritius will likely fund the expenses of immigrant introduction through its
public revenue. The note concludes with an order that the regulations outlined in the schedule will become law

in Mauritius, to be enforced by Her Majesty's officers and subjects.

rs charged wi e protecti
aﬂous ‘rules and regulatio
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And the Righ: Honourable Lord
State, is to give the necessary directi

The Indian Emigration Act of 1883, published in the British Burma Gazette on January 5, 1884, extended to all of British India,
revising the existing laws regarding the emigration of Indian natives. This Act replaced the Indian Emigration Act of 1871 and
related legislation while maintaining the validity of existing contracts and licenses that complied with the new rules.
Specifically, it applied to "Natives of India" emigrating by sea to foreign countries for labour, excluding Ceylon and the Straits
Settlements. The Act outlined key definitions, rights, and protections for emigrants, ensuring clarity regarding labour
agreements and the treatment of those migrating for employment abroad.

The Indian Emigration Act, 1883



AN OrpINANCE To AMEND THE INDIAN IniaieraTioN OrpiNaxce 1891.

: I assent.
[L&] F. H. May,
29th May 1912.

Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Council, as follows : —

1. This Ordinance may be cited for all purposes as the Indian Short title.
Tmmigration Amendment Ordinance 1912 and shall be read with
and construed as one with and forming part of the Indian
Immigration Ordinance 1891 hereinafter called the principal
Ordinance.

9. Section three of the principal Ordinance is hereby amended Amendment
and shall be read as if the interpretation of the word *task” zi 39(-‘-‘}0“3;9
therein given were repealed. In lieu thereof the word “task™ T 1:hn¢ F
shall have the meaning following assigned to it unless the context 1g91.
otherwise requires :—- f :
etk , case of le that extent of {ask-work which . . . . . . . .
B b sl sl e o e hidiod adilimale A Fiji Ordinance amending the Indian Immigration Ordinance, 1891 that was passed in the Council on 22nd May 1912 has been
immigrant, having the experience of the immigrant to whom . . . . .
T e showcased here in the copy of a letter from the Colonial Office to Indian Office, dated 22nd July 1912.
and in the case of a female three-fourths of such extent .
of work.
3. Section fifty-four of the principal Ordinance is hereby Amendment
amended and shall be read as if the words following were added ("h(!)g:it.;:‘:m:i
thereto :—* Ivery indentured immigrant shall be hound to reside .1 ¢
on the plantation whereon he is under indenture.” 1891,
655°. B

Indian Immigration Amendment Ordinance of 1912
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 the purpose of safeguardi
ﬁvers and duties of such ~ In thi
patch, dated 5th January from the Gove

E ] robable functions of these aéént%: - Copy of the each Ll . . . . .
= _-;1"’;,%3‘&:;:2_12::;‘,;';‘;?‘:,1;“_:2?;1::.“-ﬂ” y A note from Mr J. Walton, the Under Secretary of State, Foreign Office to Indian Office dated 16th March 1922 regarding the amendment of
communities in certain foreign countries such as the y e i . . . . . . . . . .
_&'.i,i‘;“_id?j,f%ﬁ;,ﬁ;‘;;“ﬁ?&;{,fx;’;ﬂ%’gggmt_ se East Africa. the Indian Emigration Act, draws attention to Clause 7 of the Bill. This clause authorizes the Governor-General in Council to appoint agents
(whose functions would be of the kind indicated in :

foreign. couniries as. well ss (1n Eritsh Domsinons. sl mois Sel) 12 these outside British India to safeguard the interests of Indian emigrants and define their roles. The Bill enables the appointment of such agents in

understood that no such agent could he &ggointed without

Government of the country to which he would be accredited. 1 1 1 i i [ [ . |

o et R s Comel oo i T G wil e it foreign countries like the United States, America and colonies of foreign Powers such as Surinam, Madagascar, and Portuguese East Africa,
to the app: o d ] _countries where | OV
consider that their interests justify such a s;t.ep:m ‘z;tiﬁé leé_'ft e 1 :

that such agents should be placed fn's defnis rolseiin e T LM with the government’s consent.
officers and representatives ahroad, and the Secretary of State in Council ould
glad to receive any observations that Lord Curzon may desire to maks on this aspecs,
of the question. It will be remembered that, in the interests of Indian pilgrims t?:i?e- -
Hedjaz, an LHI:_n_d;.au 5[11oslrem fficer has been appointed at the expense of Indian
fﬁiﬁ"&‘}t ]?sl\io ;:mhg:i‘e?g;a onsul at Jeddah. See the letter from this Office

I am, &e.
The Under Secretary of State, oW 2
Horale s (e J. €. Wartox,

Government agents in places outside British India: seeking
comments of Lord Curzon, 1923
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M | A statement showing the number of Indians in certain Foreign Countries between the years 1917 and 1922. The countries included Persia,

. bot availsble. 59488 all
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Bl \adagascar, Surinam, the Philippines and the United States of America with Surinam having the highest population of Indians, totalling 34,957.
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Indian in Foreign Countries between 1917 and 1922

[ ik Sepiember, 1983.]
An Act 1o consolidate and amend the law relating fo emagration of citizens of India.

B a1 enscted by Parliament ia the Thirty-founth Yeas of the Repablic of Eadia i followic—
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY
rt title, extent, application snd commencement.— [ Thiz Act may be called the Ensgration

v, apposs and

and is dependent oa that

cans any cotizem of [ndia who inbends toe cmigrale, or omigrates, o has emsgrated

e The Emigration Act of 1983 was enacted to safeguard Indian workers abroad by requiring all individuals seeking contractual employment overseas

oo of poinimg thal cnsgrant in o whach that

to obtain emigration clearance from one of the ten Protectors of Emigrants (POE) offices. This measure ensures that the interests of workers are
protected during their time abroad. The Act also stipulates that no recruitment agency or establishment can send Indians for employment overseas
without first registering with the Protector General of Emigrants, under the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. These regulations are
in place to prevent exploitation and ensure that Indian emigrant workers are provided legal protection throughout their employment abroad.

() “notifiaton mea i pbslished i the Onificial Gazeine:

The Indian Emigration Act, 1983
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THE EMIGEATHNN {AMENDMENT y BILL, 2023

e allosring in rogard i cavigrasia:

The Emigration (Amendment) Bill, 2023

The Emigration (Amendment) Bill, introduced in the Lok Sabha by Dr. Kalanidhi Veeraswamy, seeks to amend the Emigration Act to enhance the welfare of
emigrants. The bill proposes a new chapter focused on emigrant welfare, which guarantees access to human rights, healthcare, social protection, legal aid, and
grievance redressal. It also mandates the Central Government to maintain a register of emigrants and their dependents, while creating welfare schemes for life
insurance, old age protection, disability coverage, and skill enhancement. Additionally, the bill establishes the Emigrants Welfare Fund to finance these
initiatives, with funding provided by Parliament. This amendment aims to provide better support and protection to Indian emigrants abroad, ensuring their
rights and welfare are safeguarded.



